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Hawkesdale Wind Farm Community Engagement Committee  

Meeting date Monday 24 July 2023 

Meeting time and location 5.30pm at the Hawkesdale Memorial Hall 

1. Welcome 

2. Present 

Cr James Purcell (Acting Chair) 
Maxine Keane, Community Representative  
John Bos, Community Representative  
Anne–Maree Huglin, HADDAC Representative 
George Swarbrick, Community Representative 
Bruce Mirtschin, Community Representative 
Debra Dumesny, GPG Community and Stakeholder Engagement Officer 
Haridian Cabrera, GPG Community Stakeholder Engagement and Local Economic 
Development 
Daniel Cullen, Environment and Safety, GPG (Guest) 
 

Vicki Askew-Thornton, CEC Responsible Officer, Moyne Shire 

3. Apologies 

Liana Blake, Community Representative 
Cr Damian Gleeson 
 

4. Declarations of Interest 

Nil. 

5. Confirmation of Minutes of 3 July 2023 meeting 

Moved by John Bos, seconded by Maxine Keane that the minutes of the CEC meeting held on 
3 July 2023 be accepted, with clarification included that GPG’s project update slides were not 
discussed at the meeting, but provided after the meeting.    CARRIED 
  
6. Actions arising from the previous Minutes 

Responsible Action 

GPG Provide the CEC with a copy of the endorsed BAMP when it has been 
endorsed by the Minister for Planning. 

GPG has not yet received an endorsed BAMP from the Minister for 
Planning.  

 

The complaint listed in the previous minutes was about a construction vehicle exiting from the 
main site entrance onto the Woolsthorpe-Heywood Rd travelling over the (then) 40km speed 
limit. GPG has since directed the traffic controllers to place speed restriction signage inside the 
main gate when required. 
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7. Correspondence Incoming 

Date Item 

6 July Unconfirmed minutes emailed to CEC members 

4&13 July  HDWF construction updates from GPG 

14 July HDWF June newsletter from GPG 

17 July Questions on notice from John Bos 

17 July Questions on notice from HADDAC 

 

8. Correspondence Outgoing 

Nil. 

 

9. Reports: 

9.1 Community Representatives 

A) Questions on notice from John Bos: 
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Summary of further discussion: 

GPG has also provided a copy of the Hawkesdale Wind Farm Pre-Construction Bird and Bat 
Surveys June 2010. The document will be emailed to the CEC along with the unconfirmed 
minutes. 

The Brolga surveys covered an area 10km from the site. GPG will check with their consultant 
whether any brolga sightings for that area have been uploaded to the Victorian Biodiversity 
Atlas since the last survey was completed. 

John Bos will try to obtain a copy of an avifauna/brolga study done for another wind farm in the 
area which he referred to during the discussion.  

John Bos moved, Maxine Keane seconded that the Committee submit the following 
recommendation to Council: 

Due to the considerable amount of time since the most recent Hawkesdale Wind Farm 
bird and bat survey was completed in June 2010, the Hawkesdale Wind Farm 
Community Engagement Committee asks that Council write to the Minister for Planning 
requesting that the Minister direct GPG to undertake a further bird and bat study for the 
Hawkesdale Wind Farm, prior to the wind farm becoming operational.                                                                                                      

CARRIED 
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Summary of further discussion: 

The permit does not require real-time continuous noise monitoring. GPG was asked what the 
cost difference would be between montioring in accordance with the permit and real-time 
monitoring. 

The noise monitoring process is not simple and involves measuring noise emissions and wind 
speed, and consideration of the pre-construction background noise monitoring results during 
analysis. 

GPG will treat any complaint received on a case-by-case basis, including consideration of any 
detailed information a complainant can provide such as a noise diary. 

John asked if GPG would accept data from a person’s own independent noise monitoring. 
Anne-Maree hopes there can be a collaborative approach to noise monitoring processes and 
sharing of data. 

Council noted that the EPA is now the authority primarily responsible for wind farm noise. If 
Council receives a complaint, the complainant is directed to the operator and also encouraged 
to lodge their complaint with the EPA. 

GPG will follow up on whether it could provide raw noise monitoring data to the public if 
requested. 

 

Summary of further discussion: 

GPG has contacted all residents within 2km of a turbine regarding voluntary neighbour deeds, 
and this consultation is still underway. If anyone thinks they have been missed in this process 
they are encouraged to contact Debra. 
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B) Questions on notice from HADDAC: 

 

 

Anne-Maree clarified that HADDAC was only asking for a copy of the template for a neighbour 
deed. 
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9.2 GPG Project Update: 
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Summary of further discussion: 

John Bos noted there have been some staff vehicles travelling on public roads with their 
warning lights flashing. GPG has followed this up with construction staff and will look into 
placing a reminder sign inside the main gate. 
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Summary of further discussion: 

The Community Benefit Fund committee will oversee both the Hawkesdale township fund and 
the Hawkesdale district fund. Its next meeting will be held tomorrow night. 
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9.3 Council: 

Nothing to report. 
 

10. General business 

Nil. 

Next meeting – Monday 4 September 2023, 5.30pm at the Hawkesdale Memorial Hall – 

Supper Room 

 

Confirmed this   …..… / ……………… / …..… 

Chair …………………………………. 
Minutes are to be registered in Moyne Shire’s electronic document management system by the committee 

reporting officer immediately following the Minutes’ confirmation and signing 

 


